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Our Fall Seminar keynote speaker, Captain Richard Phillips, is the hero
captain of the Maersk Alabama, who was captured by Somali Pirates
in 2009. Read more about the seminar beginning on page 10.
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Rt. 22, I-376 Bridge in Monroeville

The Operating Engineers are your one stop resource
for qualified and productive operating engineers and
heavy equipment mechanics.
Pipeline Project

WORKING WITH BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
TO BUILD A BETTER COMMUNITY

What can Local 66 do for you?
The best trained, most capable work force. Professional tradesmen and
tradeswomen have received the specialty training needed to meet the complex
challenges of your project.
Service you can count on. We’ll work with you to answer any questions or solve
any problems at your convenience.
Smart business know-how. You’ll benefit from our years of experience and a
proven track record we bring to the job.
Bottom-line, dollar-for-dollar value. Value is bringing the highest professional and
performance standards to your job site-from the beginning of a project to its
completion. We at Local 66 are committed to being the premier value provider of
operating engineers in the region.

Mellon Arena Demolition

VA Hospital in Oakland, PA

The Operating Engineers lead the nation in pipeline training.

I.U.O.E. Local 66 Headquarters • 111 Zeta Drive • Pittsburgh, PA 15238 • Ph (412) 968-9120

Visit us at www.iuoe66.org
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FLAGGER FORCE Employs
Innovations in Worker Visibility
on the Roadway
When your job takes place on a roadway, visibility to
motorists can be a matter of life and death. Drivers who
have been involved in crashes with pedestrians or cyclists
commonly state, “I never saw them until it was too late
to do anything.” That’s why Flagger Force Traffic Control
Services, headquartered in Hummelstown, Pa., has imposed
progressive safety standards, combined with innovative
technology to ensure their roadway crews are easily seen by
all motorists.

Whether it’s increasing worker visibility,
enhancing pedestrian safety, or working
to create more efficient traffic patterns
without compromising high standards
of safety, Flagger Force is committed to
making a difference by protecting their
people, their clients and the public.
The Federal Highway Administration states that: “Glare,
aging, disease, speed, selective perception and specific
environmental and weather conditions affect the ability to
detect and recognize objects.”
Flagger Force’s Safety Committee, an ad hoc team of
field staff, quality inspectors and safety managers who meet
monthly, recognized the value of visibility in a recent policy
proposal that affects the entire company. The committee
noted that Class E retro-reflective pants, commonly known
as “Night Pants” due to their requirement when working in
the dark, are just as effective at helping workers stand out
against the traffic landscape in the daytime. Thanks to this
recommendation, Flagger Force is now providing Class E
pants as part of their standard Personal Protective Equipment
issuance to all employees. Even though these garments are
not required in the daytime by state laws, as of January 1,
2013, all Flagger Force employees will wear Class E pants
along with their Class 2 or 3 vests on the jobsite at all times,
regardless of the time of day. This new standard dramatically
increases the amount of retro-reflective materials seen
by motorists.
In addition to the Class E pant requirement, Flagger Force
has also invested in the latest form of solar light towers. Many
jobs requiring temporary traffic control can only take place
at night, when traffic volume is low or emergency repairs are
needed as soon as possible. Unfortunately, the hours between
sunset and sunrise can be the most dangerous hours on the job.
To ensure work crews are visible to motorists at night, mobile
light towers must be illuminated and positioned close to
flaggers or other workers controlling traffic. Most light towers in

the industry are equipped with diesel-powered generators, and
thus are very noisy, emit diesel fumes and exhaust, and require
frequent refueling. Solar light towers, however, like those used
by Flagger Force, eliminate all of these issues. They are silent,
allow workers to be seen by motorists while also enabling
them to better hear approaching vehicles and are better for the
workers’ health and the environment. Solar light towers are
an investment in the safety of motorists and workers and are
yet another component helping Flagger Force to achieve their
corporate environmental goals.
Whether it’s increasing worker visibility, enhancing
pedestrian safety, or working to create more efficient traffic
patterns without compromising high standards of safety,
Flagger Force is committed to making a difference by protecting
their people, their clients and the public.
Flagger Force, in business since 2002, employs 850
safety professionals and operates a fleet of 450 vehicles
including
pickups,
pattern
trucks,
truck-mounted
attenuators and all necessary signage and equipment to
serve the Mid-Atlantic region. n
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APC PennDOT Forums & Fall Seminar
Provide Educational Opportunities
by Robert E. Latham, CAE, APC Executive Vice President

Robert E. Latham

P3 stands for “Public-Private-Partnership,” a performance-based,
long-term approach for procuring
public infrastructure where the
private sector assumes primary
responsibility for financing, delivery,
and ongoing performance of the
asset. Relating to APC members, we
are mostly talking about highway
facilities in one form or another.

P3 can take various forms depending on the extent of responsibility
taken by the private sector; DBF (Design-Build-Finance) and DBFOM
(Design-Build-Finance-Operate-Maintain) are most common. Also,
there are essentially two-forms of P3 financing in highways: the build
and toll model, and the availability payment model.
In the toll model, the concessionaire (or Team) will design, build,
finance, operate, and maintain a new road or additional capacity over a
40-plus year period. The concessionaire takes traffic and revenue risk;
higher risk due to unpredictability of future traffic and toll elasticity. Toll
models may require state funding to make up the difference between
project cost and the amount of financing that can reasonably be sup-

Design and Construction Managers,
Fulfill your outreach requirements and

KEEP YOUR PUBLIC INFORMED.
Our proven, web-based solutions for Public Involvement,
Public Information and Community Relations programs
are affordable, effective and user-friendly.
Bergmaier Communications/EarthSky Studios is DBE Certified.

Call us today at: 215-513-0157 or Jim@BergComm.com
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ported by toll revenue. Toll models work well in urban areas with high
congestion, substantial historic traffic data, etc.
Most recently, a project in northern Virginia along the Interstate 495
Washington Beltway produced toll-financed additional capacity lanes.
APC member Lane Construction was a principal team member in
this project.
Pennsylvania is among 34 states that have P3 legislation. Not all are
actively pursuing P3 projects. But, the Commonwealth Public Private
Partnership Board has begun a new initiative to help address the state’s
nearly 4,500 structurally deficient (SD) bridges. With the P3 approach,
PennDOT can replace hundreds of these bridges quicker, save money,
and minimize the impact on the traveling public. Depending on how
much funding is available, 200 to 1,000 bridges could be bundled together as part of the Rapid Bridge Replacement Project.
The Rapid Bridge Replacement Project is a candidate for the other
financing method known as “Availability Payment” method. As
envisioned, the winning team will design, build, finance, operate, and
maintain the bridges (minus winter maintenance) over a 30-35 year period. PennDOT will make quarterly “availability payments.” Availability
payments are sized to recover cost of building and financing the bridges,
plus a reasonable return on equity.
PennDOT and APC teamed up on November 6 to host an industry
forum on the “Rapid Bridge Replacement Project.” There was an informational presentation followed by a networking luncheon that permitted
attendees to have plenty of time to ask questions of the department’s
Design, Finance, Right-of-Way, and Construction Bureau officials. In
addition, contractors who wanted to learn more about how to become
part of a team were able to find these answers during the forum.
Additionally, there will be a P3 Workshop track during the annual APC/
PennDOT Fall Seminar, November 20-22 at the Hershey Lodge and
Convention Center. (See page 10 for further information on this event.)
APC will continue to represent the industry on the forefront of new
contracting methods and transportation financing.

Stronger and Longer-Lasting
High-Strength and Corrosion-Resistance
Reinforcing Steel
MMFX2 is the leading corrosion-resistant and high-strength reinforcing steel for the infrastructure, construction
and precast concrete industry.
The superior corrosion protection provided by MMFX2 rebar, without the use of any coating, has led to its
continuous use in numerous highway and bridge projects throughout North America. The unique metallurgy
of the steel makes it five times more corrosion-resistant than conventional black steels.
Several states and Canadian provinces such as Virginia, Washington and Alberta were not receiving the
expected life from bridges reinforced with epoxy-coated black steels and were looking for a solution.
The solution they found was the uncoated MMFX2 rebar, which meets the desired bridge service life.
By using MMFX2 rebar, which is specified as ASTM A1035, they have eliminated the risks associated
with common jobsite coating damage, as well as the additional costs for special inspections and
coating repair.
The 2013 approval by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) for the use of rebar with yield strengths up to 100 ksi further strengthens the acceptance
of MMFX2 rebar. This update to the 6th edition of the LRFD Bridge Design Specification allows
engineers to specify Grade 100 ASTM A1035/AASHTO MP18 steel. Bridge designers can now relieve
rebar congestion, use less steel and improve the overall constructability of a bridge project.
MMFX2 rebar is sold in North America by MMFX Steel Corporation of America. MMFX2 has been
used in numerous projects across North America including U.S. Route 460 in Virginia; the Disraeli
Bridge project in Winnipeg, Canada; and U.S. 395 North Spokane Corridor in Washington.

MMFX2 REINFORCING REBAR

Corrosion Resistance with No Coating plus High Strength lowers costs and solves some of the most difficult design and construction challenges.
MMFX2 provides 5X the corrosion resistance of black rebar without the use of any problematic coatings that can be easily damaged in the field. High
strength yet ductile Grade 100 MMFX2 (ASTM A1035) is now included in the AASHTO LFRD Bridge Design Specification. This provides engineers new tools
to resolve rebar congestion issues and lower steel requirements which saves construction time and lowers costs.

Uncoated Corrosion-Resistant | High-Strength | Lowest Life Cycle Cost

For more information
866.466.7878
www.mmfx.com

Feature

The APC/PennDOT
Fall Seminar – 35 Years Strong
It was August 1979. George B. Searle was
serving as APC’s 27th president. The Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) was
being led by Secretary Dr. Thomas D. Larson.
With the foresight and leadership of these two
gentlemen, the APC/PennDOT Fall Seminar
was born.
At the inaugural event, 110 APC members gathered at the Hershey
Motor Lodge, taking the opportunity “to meet with DOT officials
and discuss business in a professional and social atmosphere.” Sixty
PennDOT personnel attended, including district engineers and assistant district engineers for construction, maintenance, and design.
Some of the agenda items covered in the two-day event may sound
familiar to those planning to attend in 2013:

• PDT Reorganization
• Forecast of Work
• EEO-MBE
• Department/Contractor Interaction
• Action Plan for Bituminous Concrete
• Minimization of Design Standards
Printed in the 1979 program among the presenters are some legendary names: Ray Grove, Jack Rath, Dave Sims, Harvey Haack,
Jim Scheiner, Phil Amos, Earl Anderson, Jim Moulthrop, Ken
Larson, and Ben Rocuskie.
Over the years attendance has swelled and many of the faces have
changed, but the seminar’s objective remains the same – to promote better understanding and cooperation between the department and the industry while achieving the common goal of an efficient, safe, and effective transportation network for Pennsylvania.

Comment from 1979...

“I, too, learned and enjoyed at the APC/PDT Seminar.
I concur in making this an annual event.”
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– James I. Scheiner, PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Administration

keynote speaker
Steering Your Ship Through Rough Waters:
Lessons on Leadership from Captain Phillips
Be sure to attend the Thursday,
November 21 Opening General
Session to hear our keynote speaker,
Captain Richard Phillips, the real-life
inspiration for the new movie “Captain
Phillips,” starring Tom Hanks. Phillips
is the hero captain of the Maersk
Alabama. For five days in April 2009,
the world was glued to their TV
screens as Capt. Phillips became the center of an extraordinary
international drama when he was captured by Somali pirates who
hijacked his ship, the first hijacking of a U.S. ship in more than 200
years. A “floating CEO” in charge of the day-to-day operations of a

2013 Workshop Sessions
• Public-Private Partnerships
• Structures
• Consultant Issues
• Innovative Bid Processes
• Contractor Relationships
• Local Project Partnerships
• Innovative Construction Management
• Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
Note: Professional Development Hours (PDH), required for renewal of P.E.
registration, will be available for as many of the above sessions as possible.

multi-million dollar ship, Capt. Phillips has a compelling story and
valuable lessons for anyone involved in running a business today.
He will discuss the vital importance of leadership and teamwork,
combined with a belief in the power and potential of yourself and
your team, as seen through the eyes of an unassuming hero who
conquered an extraordinary challenge. Held hostage as a human
shield in a small lifeboat with three pirates, he had little to hope
for or cling to – except the knowledge that he had done absolutely
everything he could to save the lives of the 20 sailors aboard his
ship. Captain Richard Phillips is the author of “A Captain’s Duty:
Somali Pirates, Navy SEALs, and Dangerous Days at Sea,” which
details his experience and his remarkable rescue.
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TRANSPORTATION &
INFRASTRUCTURE
BUILDINGS &
FACILITIES
CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT
ENERGY
SERVICES

Enduring. Driven. Visionary.
STV provides value- and quality-driven bridge and roadway designs throughout
Pennsylvania and the nation. Whether your project is design-build or traditional
delivery, we are committed to successful infrastructure design.
We are 100 percent employee-owned and, with a stake in the business, our
engineers and designers are motivated to satisfy our clients. We focus on what
matters most: personal attention, quality, and innovative thinking. Our steady
growth is proof-positive that we do it right, one successful project after another;
above: Huff Bridge Superstructure Replacement, Indiana & Westmoreland Counties.

Offices in Philadelphia,
Douglassville, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh,
and Williamsport
Contact: Leonard Smith, Jr., PE
(717) 545-2103
Leonard.Smith@stvinc.com
An employee-owned firm
Offices nationwide
www.stvinc.com

www.paconstructors.org
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Comment from 1979...

“It is my reaction that the meeting was well received, hit the
mark as to purpose, was well organized, conducted on a
high plane, and held in pleasant surroundings.”

List of exhibitors
Acrow Corp. of America
Advanced Drainage Systems Inc.
AeroMetric Inc.
All Crane Rental of PA
American Concrete Pavt.
Assn.-PA Chapter
Architectural Polymers

DBE Supportive Services Center
Envision Consultants Ltd.
Equipment Corporation of America

ARROW Land Solutions LLC

GAI Consultants Inc.
General Highway Products Inc.
GeoStructures
Geotech Services Inc.
Greenman-Pedersen Inc.
Groff Tractor & Equipment Inc.
GTS Technologies Inc.
H2 Engineering Services Inc.
Halferty Metals Co.
Hall Industries Inc.
Harcon Corp.
Haydon Bolts Inc.
Hayward Baker
High Steel Structures Inc.
Highway Care USA
Hilti
HRV Conformance Verification
Associates Inc.
I&I Slingmax Rigging Solutions
International Construction
Equipment Inc.

See ad on Inside Front Cover.
See ad on page 6.

ASC Group Inc.
ASHE Harrisburg Section
Atlantic Concrete Cutting Inc.
AZZ Galvanizing Inc.
B&K Equipment and Crane
Service LLC
Barton and Loguidice
Beth’s Barricades
BL Companies Inc.
Boyd Instrument & Supply Co. Inc.
Brayman Construction Corp.
The D.S. Brown Co.
Callahan Paving Products Inc.
CC Consulting Corp.
C.C. Johnson & Malhotra, PC
CDP
Century Engineering Inc.
Cherry, Weber & Associates, PC
Cleveland Brothers Equipment
Co. Inc.
See ad on Back Cover.

Concrete Simplicity Consulting
& Supply
Contech Engineered Solutions
Cooper Trading Inc.
M.H. Corbin Inc.
CTS Cement/Rapid Set
Czop/Specter Inc.
Dawood Engineering Inc.
See ad on page 37.

See ad on page 24 & 25.

Federal Highway Administration
Flagger Force Traffic Control
Services
See ad on page 7.

– William J. Hardy Jr., Managing Director, ARTBA Contractors Division
Lotus Environmental
Consulting LLC
Mabey Inc.
Malick & Scherer, PC
A.D. Marble & Co.
McClain & Co. Inc.
McCrossin
MESH Consulting LLC
A. C. Miller Concrete Products Inc.
Modified Concrete Suppliers/
HTNE Hydrodemolition
Modjeski and Masters Inc.
Moretrench American Corp.
Multiquip/Sanders
Navarro & Wright Consulting
Engineers Inc.
The Neel Co./T-Wall®
See ad on page 38.

See ad on page 3.

Newcrete Products
Northeast Prestressed
Products LLC
NTM Engineering Inc.
Oldcastle Precast
Pennoni Associates Inc.
Pennsylvania Asphalt
Pavement Assoc.
Pennsylvania Concrete Pipe Assoc.
Prime AE Group Inc.

See ad on page 29.

Protection Services Inc.

See ad on page 12.

Quikrete
Rampart Hydro Services
The Reinforced Earth Co.

JBC Associates Inc.
Johnson, Mirmiran &
Thompson Inc.
KCI Technologies Inc.
KTA - Tator Inc.
L.R. Kimball
LandMarker Geospatial LLC
Larson Design Group
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See ad on page 29.

Seismic Energy Products Inc.
So-Deep Inc.
Spec Formliners
Specialized Engineering
Strawser Construction Inc.
Styron LLC
STV
See ad on page 11.

Susquehanna Civil Inc.
Terra-Mechanics Inc.
Terre Hill Concrete Products
See ad on page 31.

A. Morton Thomas &
Associates Inc.
Traffic Planning and Design Inc.
TranSystems Corp.
Trinity Highway Products
Underground Services Inc.SoftDig
Urban Engineers Inc.
See ad on page 6.

USG
Vector Corrosion Technologies
Volkert Inc.
Wallace Montgomery
R. J. Watson Inc.
Whitman, Requardt &
Associates LLP
See ad on page 32.

See ad on page 26.

The L.C. Whitford Materials Co.
Widmer Engineering Inc.

See ad on Inside Back Cover.

George L. Wilson Co. Inc.
Witman Engineers &
Consultants LLC

See ad on page 27.

RETTEW
Rue Environmental LLC
Rummel, Klepper & Kahl LLP

See ad on page 32.

Young Galvanizing Inc.

See ad on page 17.

ARCHITECTURE

I

E N V I R O N M E N TA L

I

T R A N S P O R TAT I O N

Oﬃces located throughout Pennsylvania:
York I Harrisburg I Lehigh Valley I New Cumberland
Pittsburgh I State College I Stroudsburg
800-274-2224 I www.bh-ba.com
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Comment from 1979...

“Early reports indicate that those in attendance
thoroughly enjoyed the programs and that this
type of meeting should become an annual affair.”

schedule at-a-glance

– Henry L. Heck, APC Executive Secretary

Wednesday, November 20, 2013
2:00-5:00 p.m.
APC Board of Directors Meeting
2:00-5:45 p.m.
Exhibit Set Up
5:45-7:00 p.m.
Icebreaker Reception with Exhibitors

E EN

BE

M

A

K

E

EN

E EN

T HI N

GR

GR

K

Thursday, November 21, 2013
7:30-9:30 a.m.
Registration/Continental Breakfast
with Exhibitors
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Opening General Session
11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch with Exhibitors
1:00-2:45 p.m.
Concurrent Tracks:
Public-Private Partnerships
Structures
Consultant Issues
Innovative Bid Processes
Contractor Relationships
2:45-3:30 p.m.
Refreshment Break with Exhibitors

MORE GR

E

3:30 p.m.
3:45-5:30 p.m.

5:30-7:30 p.m.

Exhibit Tear Down
Concurrent Tracks:
Public-Private Partnerships
Structures (repeat from Session 1)
Local Project Partnerships
Innovative Construction Management
PA Turnpike Commission
Informal Interaction Reception

Friday, November 22, 2013
7:30-9:00 a.m.
APC Executive Committee/PennDOT
DE Breakfast Meeting
7:30-9:00 a.m.
Buffet Breakfast
9:00 a.m.-Noon
Closing General Session

Asphalt Shingle
Grinding Service, LLC
Right Product, Right Price, First Time, First Pass

B e P ar t of th e

RASolution!
Recycled Asphalt Shingle
Sales and Production

Nationwide Mobile Grinding
and Crushing Service

877-679-5708

www.AsphaltShingleGrinding.com

Think Green, Be Green, Make More Green
www.paconstructors.org
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Rapid Replacement of I-84
Bridges in New York Using
the Lateral Slide Method
by Bala Sivakumar P.E., Vice President, Director-Special Bridge Projects, HNTB Corporation

In 2011, looking for an appropriate site to test the design toolbox developed in a project of the
second Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP 2), the Transportation Research Board and
Highways for LIFE identified the Interstate 84 Eastbound and Westbound Bridges over Dingle Ridge
Road, owned by New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) Region 8, as a viable
candidate to demonstrate accelerated bridge construction (ABC) methods for replacing an existing
structure via the lateral slide method while making use of a concrete superstructure.
The existing twin, 135-foot-long, three-span steel-and-concrete
structures carrying I-84 are located in Putnam County, N.Y., between
Danbury, Conn., and I-684. Heavily traveled, with a peak average daily
traffic volume of up to 100,000 vehicles, with 16 percent truck traffic, the
bridges have a projected 30-year annual average daily traffic (AADT) of
117,281 vehicles. Conventional bridge replacement would have extended
over multiple years and required a temporary bridge in the median
(estimated to cost approximately $1.5 million), as the existing bridges are
too narrow for cross-overs. Use of ABC methods eliminates the need for
a temporary bridge and allows for the replacement of each structure with
a single-night closure. Maintaining traffic on the existing bridge during
fabrication and assembly of the new bridge off alignment minimizes
traffic disruption and the costs of work zone traffic control, improves
safety, and minimizes environmental impacts.

beam under the existing
structure. A breast wall
beneath the cap beam
was cast concurrently
with the columns to
serve as a curtain wall,
retaining soil behind
the abutment. Precast
modular T-walls, serving as wing walls were
installed to an elevation
Construction of Abutment and Wingwall
beneath existing structure
just below the slide surface. The abutments were backfilled and compacted with select structural
fill up to the sliding surface.

Structure Description

Concurrently with the construction of the new substructure elements,
work progressed on the new superstructure. Each span and approach
slabs were constructed to the north of each existing bridge on temporary
shoring with sliding
tracks. The superstructure
was erected at its final
elevation and stationing,
offset to the north of the
existing/final alignment.
The superstructure consists of adjacent NEXT
beams made composite with one another
through longitudinal
UHPC closure pours for
Delivery of NEXT Beams

The existing structures carry two travel lanes over Dingle Ridge Road,
spanning 135 feet with a three-span steel girder superstructure. The
proposed replacement structures will each carry three travel lanes. Given
limited vertical clearance over Dingle Ridge Road, the structures utilize
an 80-foot single-span NEXT beam superstructure. The abutments are
semi-integral with elevated cap beams supported on drilled shaft foundations. The width of the new structure is 57 feet to accommodate three,
12-foot travel lanes for traffic, with 6-foot (left) and 12-foot (right)
shoulders and a TL-5 concrete barrier on each side.

Pre-ABC Construction Activities
Work on the new bridges commenced with the existing bridges remaining in service. Abutment drilled-shaft foundations, columns, and cap
beam were constructed to the bearing elevation of the proposed cap
14
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greater durability. The approach slabs consist of precast and pre-stressed
concrete modules that are also made composite through UHPC closure
pours. The NEXT beams are supported on and made integral with a
precast end diaphragm with sliding shoes. Prior to the sliding operation,
the NEXT beams and approach slabs are made continuous through an
end diaphragm closure pour.
During this period, the approaches were widened to the same elevation as
the existing roadway to widen the existing two-lane roadway to three lanes.

performed to raise the widened roadway to the same elevation as the raised
section carrying two lanes. A final two-inch course will be applied across
the new approach roadways and bridge to meet the final profile.
Replacement of the Eastbound Bridge will be performed using a similar
approach, with the new superstructure constructed on temporary shoring
between the existing eastbound and westbound bridges. The slide-in will
occur another weekend subsequent to the completion of the Westbound
Bridge replacement.

ABC Timeframe
The ABC timeframe is considered to begin with the closure of the existing
crossing and to end when traffic is rerouted over the new bridge. Closure
of the roadway crossing is expected to last one night (18 hours) to allow
for the rapid demolition of the existing bridge and slide-in of the new
superstructure.

Summary

New superstructure constructed adjacent to existing structure

ABC Construction Activities
Once the initial substructure work is complete and the superstructure has
been constructed, traffic will be diverted from the westbound roadway
to the eastbound roadway using cross-overs (one lane in each direction
during overnight closure). The existing bridge will be demolished, and
the existing two lanes of the existing approach roadways will be raised to
the new profile. A precast sleeper slab will be placed at the end of either
approach to serve as an end dam for the raised approaches and also to
serve as a sliding surface for the approach slabs. The superstructure and
approach slabs will then be slid in place on PTFE pads against stainlesssteel mating surfaces, which offer very low friction resistance. Jacks will
be used to push the new superstructure on to the new abutments. The
approach slabs were designed as a jump slab to temporarily carry traffic
after the slide-in and before the abutment backfill is completed, allowing
traffic to be re-routed
onto the new structure
at this point.
With the new structure
in place and traffic restored to the eastbound
crossing, substructure
and approach roadway
Rendering of I-84 over Dingle Ridge Road
work will be finalized.
The remaining precast modular wall sections shall be placed along the
abutment wing walls, up to the approach slabs. Controlled low-strength
flowable fill will then be used to complete the backfill under the approach
slabs and create positive contact between the approach slabs and underlying subgrade, while under live traffic. Approach pavement work will be

Construction of the twin I-84 bridges over Dingle Ridge Road began in
March 2013, and the first slide-in was slated for Saturday, Sept. 21, 2013.
Use of precast elements minimized the duration of field construction
activities, allowing for the construction of these two bridges off alignment in just a few months.
Implementation of ABC methods allowed for the replacement of each
bridge over one, weekend-night closure, minimizing impact on traffic.
The lateral slide method eliminates the need for a temporary bridge
located between the structures that otherwise would have been required
to maintain traffic using conventional construction methods. ABC
minimizes traffic disruption and the costs of work zone traffic control,
improves safety, and minimizes environmental impacts.
Editor’s note: For more information, plan to attend the Structures Workshop
at the APC/PennDOT Fall Seminar.

T R ANSP O R TAT I O N
www.hdrinc.com
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Pittsburgh
King of Prussia
Philadelphia
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Staying on the Right Side of the Law:

Companies Need to be Aware of
Contracting & Procurement Laws
by Christopher D. Carusone, Conrad O’Brien P.C.

Earlier this year, Pennsylvania Attorney General
Kathleen Kane announced criminal charges against
a former state senator, five former Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission (PTC) officials and employees,
and two former PTC contractors. The charges were
recommended by the Pennsylvania Statewide
Investigating Grand Jury, which conducted a
44-month investigation in cooperation with current
PTC management and its new inspector general.
These charges serve as an important reminder of the
criminal laws relating to the procurement process.
The Pennsylvania Crimes Code prohibits all forms of theft, including but not limited to theft by unlawful taking or disposition, theft by
deception, receiving stolen property, and theft by failure to make required
disposition of funds received.1
The Crimes Code also contains two, distinct offenses for bribery. A
person is guilty of bribery if “he offers, confers or agrees to confer upon
another, or solicits, accepts or agrees to accept from another:
1. Any pecuniary benefit as consideration for the decision,
		 opinion, recommendation, vote or other exercise of discretion
		 as a public servant, party official or voter by the recipient;
2. Any benefit as consideration for the decision, vote, recommend		 ation or other exercise of official discretion by the recipient in a
		 judicial, administrative or legislative proceeding;
3. Or, any benefit as consideration for a violation of a known legal
		 duty as public servant or party official.”2
A person commits commercial bribery “when, without the consent of his
employer or principal, he solicits, accepts, or agrees to accept any benefit
from another person upon agreement or understanding that such benefit
will influence his conduct in relation to the affairs of his employer or
principal.”3 A person also commits commercial bribery if he “holds
himself out to the public as being engaged in the business of making
disinterested selection, appraisal, or criticism of commodities or services
[and] he solicits, accepts or agrees to accept any benefit to influence his
selection, appraisal or criticism.”4
16
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Pennsylvania’s Procurement Code is rather specific in its prohibition of bidrigging. “It is unlawful for any person to conspire, collude or combine with
another in order to commit or attempt to commit bid-rigging involving:
1. A contract for the purchase of equipment, goods, services or
		 materials or for construction or repair let or to be let by a
		 government agency;
2. Or, a subcontract for the purchase of equipment, goods, services
		 or materials or for construction or repair with a prime contractor
		 or proposed prime contractor for a government agency.”5
The term “bid-rigging” is defined in the Procurement Code as: “The
concerted activity of two or more persons to determine in advance the
winning bidder of a contract let or to be let for competitive bidding by a
government agency. The term includes, but is not limited to, any one or
more of the following:
1. Agreeing to sell items or services at the same price;
2. Agreeing to submit identical bids;
3. Agreeing to rotate bids;
4. Agreeing to share profits with a contractor who does not submit
		 the low bid;
5. Submitting prearranged bids, agreed-upon higher or lower bids or
		 other complementary bids;
6. Agreeing to set up territories to restrict competition;
7. And, agreeing not to submit bids.”6
The Pennsylvania Public Official and Employee Ethics Act prohibits
public officials and public employees from engaging in conduct that
constitutes a “conflict of interest.”7 A conflict of interest is defined as:
“Use by a public official or public employee of the authority of his office
or employment or any confidential information received through his
holding public office or employment for the private pecuniary benefit
of himself, a member of his immediate family or a business with which
he or a member of his immediate family is associated.”8 The Act further
provides that: “No person shall offer or give to a public official, public
employee or nominee or candidate for public office or a member of his
immediate family or a business with which he is associated, anything of
monetary value, including a gift, loan, political contribution, reward or
promise of future employment based on the offeror’s or donor’s understanding that the vote, official action or judgment of the public official
or public employee or nominee or candidate for public office would be
influenced thereby.”9

Finally, any correlation between campaign contributions and contract
awards (“pay to play”), whether real or imagined, has long been the
subject of federal and state criminal investigations and prosecutions, and
demands that companies and their employees pay extra attention to all
laws protecting the integrity of the procurement process, as well as the
provisions of Pennsylvania’s Election Code. Under the Election Code: “It
is unlawful for any … corporation, incorporated under the laws of this or
any other state or any foreign country or any unincorporated association,
except those corporations formed primarily for political purposes or as a
political committee, to make a contribution or expenditure in connection
with the election of any candidate or for any political purpose whatever
except in connection with any question to be voted on by the electors of
this Commonwealth.”10 Moreover, “no contribution from a partnership,
limited partnership or limited liability company may be made from funds
of any partner, limited partner or member that is a corporation.”11

1.
		
		
		
2.
		

However, the Election Code’s ban on corporate campaign contributions
is not absolute. According to the Pennsylvania Department of State,
the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission has rendered the ban unenforceable to the extent that
it prohibits a domestic corporation or unincorporated association from
making “independent expenditures.” Statement Regarding The Effect Of
The U.S. Supreme Court’s Decision in Citizens United v. FEC on Pennsylvania Law (March 4, 2010). An “independent expenditure” is defined
as “an expenditure by a person made for the purpose of influencing an
election without cooperation or consultation with any candidate or any
political committee authorized by that candidate and which is not made
in concert with or at the request or suggestion of any candidate or political committee or agent thereof.”12

Christopher D. Carusone is a partner in the law firm
Conrad O’Brien P.C. Carusone represents businesses
and individuals during investigations conducted by the
government. Prior to joining Conrad O’Brien, Carusone
served as Chief Deputy Attorney General in charge of the
Pennsylvania Statewide Investigating Grand Jury, Executive Deputy General Counsel in the Governor’s Office
of General Counsel, and as the Governor’s Secretary of Legislative Affairs.
Carusone may be reached at (717) 943-1210 or ccarusone@conradobrien.com.

Although the Election Code does not limit the amount of individual
donations to candidates for election, the Election Code does provide
that: “Any business entity including but not limited to a corporation,
company, association, partnership or sole proprietorship, which has been
awarded non-bid contracts from the Commonwealth or its political
subdivisions during the preceding calendar year, shall report by February
15 of each year to the Secretary of the Commonwealth an itemized list
of all political contributions known to the business entity by virtue of the
knowledge possessed by every officer, director, associate, partner, limited
partner or individual owner that has been made by:

5

In the high-stakes world of highway construction, where competition for
government contracts has grown increasingly fierce, the criminal charges
brought by the Pennsylvania Attorney General serve as an important
reminder that law enforcement is more dedicated than ever in examining
how public officials and contractors spend the billions of dollars in taxpayer funds dedicated to transportation each year. Taking extra precautions to avoid even the appearance of impropriety is a wise investment in
you and your company’s future.
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Any officer, director, associate, partner, limited partner,
individual owner or members of their immediate family when
the contributions exceed an aggregate of $1,000 by any individual
during the preceding year;
Or, any employe[e] or members of his immediate family whose
political contribution exceeded $1,000 during the preceding year.”13

18 Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (Pa.C.S.) Chapter 39
18 Pa.C.S. § 4701(a)
18 Pa.C.S. § 4108(a)
18 Pa.C.S. § 4108(b)
62 Pa.C.S. § 4503(a)
62 Pa.C.S. § 4502
65 Pa.C.S. § 1103(a)
65 Pa.C.S. § 1102
65 Pa.C.S. § 1103(b)
25 Purdon’s Statutes (P.S.) § 3253(a)
25 P.S. § 3253(d)
25 P.S. § 3241(e)
25 P.S. § 3260a(a)
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Bringing the Transportation
Investment Conversation
to the Kitchen Table Level
National Survey Shows Value of Good Roads & Transit
Many Americans have little idea
about how much money they
personally pay every month to
maintain and improve the roads,
bridges and public transit we
use. But 75 to 80 percent of them
say having safe, efficient and
by Pete Ruane,
well-maintained transportation
ARTBA President
infrastructure is at least, if not
& CEO
more, important to their personal
livelihood and well-being than good cable, cell phone,
Internet, water, sewage, and household electricity and
natural gas services.
These were the key results in a national Ipsos Public Affairs survey –
recently commissioned by ARTBA as part of the “Transportation Makes
America Work” campaign – that aimed to gauge public sentiment about
the role of transportation in daily life, and relative to other modern
necessities we routinely rely upon.
ARTBA’s initiation of this first-of-its kind opinion research is no accident. It is the outgrowth of the key recommendations in the ARTBA
Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) report approved by the board in
2011. The traditional political arguments of “job creation,” fixing “structurally deficient” bridges, “preventing 34,000 annual highway deaths,” and
18

Highway Builder

Fall 2013

explaining the perils of traffic congestion have not been resonating in the
current political environment. An interstate bridge collapses and there’s a
collective political yawn. As a result, the SPC report, among other things,
called for changing the industry’s message and putting forth a new “value
proposition.” The survey is the latest in our ongoing efforts to reframe the
transportation debate with the public and elected officials.
Among the other notable poll findings:
• Nearly 8-in-10 (78 percent) said driving a motor vehicle is “very”
or “extremely” important to our ability to conduct our daily lives.
Twenty-one percent (including 34 percent of low-income
respondents) say the same about using public transportation.
• Nearly 9-in-10 (88 percent) said transportation infrastructure is
important to maintaining a strong U.S. economy.
• 83 percent said our transportation network is important in ensuring
national defense and emergency response capabilities.
• And no matter where we live – whether rural or urban – 71 percent
agreed growing traffic congestion in U.S. metropolitan areas is
making products we buy everywhere more expensive because
congestion increases transportation costs for businesses.
• 74 percent agreed that “investing in transportation infrastructure
should be a core function of the federal government.”
However, the survey did reveal one major disconnect between the
perceived value of transportation mobility and an individual’s personal
investment in the infrastructure that provides it. When asked the
question how much their household pays each month in gas taxes (the
primary means of financing highway and transit capital improvements),
40 percent of respondents said they “didn’t know.” In fact, according
to FHWA data, the average U.S. household paid $46 per month in gas
taxes in 2011 – the most current year available.
Another 24 percent estimated they pay more than double that amount,
which in some cases is likely an overstatement, as this would involve
buying enough gas to fuel a household’s cars for nearly 5,400 miles per
month, while federal data show the average household with one or more
cars drives a little more than 2,100 miles per month.
U.S. Commerce Department 2011 data show the average household spends
about three-and-a-half times more each month for household electricity and
natural gas service ($160) than we pay in state and federal gas taxes. We also

TOTAL PRECAST STRUCTURE: SHERMAN VALLEY RUN BRIDGE
PADOT District 9-0 • Accelerated Bridge Construction Project

New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc. erected the Sherman Valley Run Bridge, located in Bedford County on State Route 1020, in July 2012 as
their first total precast concrete accelerated bridge system. The EADS Group of Altoona designed the bridge under the direction of the District 9-0
Bridge Engineer, Ralph DeStefano. Newcrete Products, a division of New Enterprise Stone and Lime Co., Inc. detailed, fabricated and delivered the
precast substructure units and the prestressed adjacent slab beams for the project.
pay three-and-a-half times as much monthly, on average, for landline and cell phone service ($161), and
nearly two-and-a-half times as much for cable and satellite television, radio, and Internet access ($124).
The bottom line is that this research helps bring the transportation investment conversation down
to the kitchen table level, rather than talking about trillion dollar needs. If system beneficiaries – the
public and U.S. businesses – invested in transportation infrastructure in line with what we routinely
pay monthly for other necessary services, we would see reduced transportation costs for business,
faster commutes, and safer, smarter, more durable roads, bridges, and transit. It’s the industry’s job,
collectively, to try and convince everyone it is an investment worth paying for.
We are off to a good start, too, because following the public release of the survey results, we
have received scores of inquiries for the survey’s results and crosstabs from state DOTs
and other industry groups interested in helping communicate the “new language” on
the value of transportation investment.
TEKLA Structures 3D MODEL
We encourage all ARTBA
members to join us in changing the conversation! Get the full surveyFINISHED STRUCTURE
The precast
components included footings, abutments, wing walls, scour cut off walls and moment approach slabs. The bridge was successfully
results
at www.tmaw.com.
completed and open to traffic within the required three (3) week PADOT schedule starting at detour implementation. Newcrete utilized the building
information modeling (BIM) application TEKLA Structures, a Trimble Company, to model the bridge in 3D and create the framing plan and shop
The preceding article has been reprinted with permission from the American Road & Transportation
drawings for the project. During the detailing phase, Newcrete combined several of the substructure units reducing the total number of precast
Builders
(ARTBA).
Pennsylvania
Constructors iselements
an affiliate
of ARTBA.
elementsAssociation
to eighteen
(18) fromAssociated
thirty eight
(38). The substructure
were
“match casted” and partially assembled at the plant to ensure all the
For
more
visit www.artba.org.
pieces
fitinformation,
together well.

The goals and benefits of accelerated bridge construction were completely achieved, and New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., Inc. extends a sincere
thank you to District 9-0, the EADS Group and all others who contributed to the success of this unique project.
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New, Increased Weight
Restrictions in Progress
for Nearly 1,000 Bridges
that allowed bridge repairs to be scheduled. With declining
revenues and a well-documented funding need, the department is changing how it applies the national standard to
weight restrict bridges earlier in their deterioration stages.
National bridge weight-limit posting criteria allow restrictions to be applied anywhere from when a bridge’s ability to
handle more than 80,000 pounds begins to decline, down to
when a bridge has lost half of this ability.

On August 22, PennDOT Secretary of
Transportation Barry J. Schoch authorized
the department to add or increase weight
restrictions to about 1,000 structurally
deficient (SD) bridges statewide to
ensure bridge safety and preserve our
aging bridge system.
PennDOT must take this step because of legislative inaction
this past June on transportation funding, leaving the department’s future resources in question. Reducing the weight
traveling on these bridges will slow down their deterioration
and preserve safety while funding for their repairs remains
uncertain.
As PennDOT has regulatory oversight over all bridges in
the state, Schoch’s authorization applies weight restrictions
to 530 state-owned and about 470 locally owned bridges.
In an effort to maintain safety for all motorists, a change in
PennDOT’s weight-restriction criteria must be implemented
for all bridges, regardless of owner. Pennsylvania currently
has 567 state bridges and 1,685 local bridges posted with
weight restrictions.
To this point, the department has waited longer to place
weight restrictions on bridges because of anticipated funding
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Pennsylvania currently
leads the nation in the
number of SD bridges
with 4,479. Pennsylvania
ranks 35th in the nation
with the percent of SD
bridges that are posted or
closed – after these new restrictions are put in place, Pennsylvania will rank 27th in the nation.
Even if the legislature passes a transportation funding plan in
the fall, the earliest the weight restrictions could be removed
would be when their repairs can be programmed for funding
within two years. If conditions warrant, the restrictions could
remain in place until repairs are made.
Posting bridges with weight restrictions began in late August
and will likely occur over four to five months. Notifications to
school bus operators, emergency-service providers, and other
local officials are following normal weight posting procedures. Posting on local bridges will take place at a later date
after PennDOT discusses these changes with local bridge
owners.
To view the bridges with new or lowered weight restrictions, or to learn more about bridge weight restrictions and
PennDOT’s bridge inspection program, visit the PennDOT
homepage at www.dot.state.pa.us and click on
“Bridge Information.”

Feature
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2

3

Commitment to the Cause
APC Board Members Keep the Funding Goal in Sight
The issue of transportation funding took center stage
at July’s annual Summer Board Retreat in Bedford.
PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Highway Administration Scott
Christie was on hand to discuss how the department will react to
both possible funding scenarios – with or without an increase this fall.
Noting that should there be no increase, PennDOT’s buying power
would potentially diminish, and the number of projects would follow.
If the increase was to come, PennDOT is planning for a little more than
a $2 billion revenue package, with $300 million in shovel-ready projects
on the shelf as of March.
We were very fortunate to have the late House Transportation Committee Chairman Dick Hess address our group. His passing in early
September was a great loss for our industry and the Commonwealth that
he passionately served for 14 terms. He commended the association for
its advocacy on the funding front and pledged to continue to press for a
bill this fall.
From the national perspective, ARTBA Chairman Steve Wright spoke
of the ongoing struggle for reauthorization of the federal transportation bill, and expressed appreciation for Pennsylvania’s support in the
effort. The Road Information Program (TRIP) Executive Director Will
Wilkins noted that his organization recently released two reports, on
the federal and state levels, identifying the cost of doing nothing. TRIP
22
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will continue to produce economic studies which support the need for
transportation construction investment.
APC Executive Vice President Bob Latham gave a comprehensive
update on association activities noting:
• The good financial standing of the association
• Keystone Transportation Funding Coalition activism and
broad-based support for transportation funding
• APC Educational Trust Fund and the need to encourage greater
member participation in order to fund ETF operations
Day Two was dedicated to association business matters and PennDOT
issue identification and prioritization. There were also in-depth reports
on committee activities associated with Risk Allocation, Bridges, and
Safety. Members are reminded that complete minutes from APC
standing committee meetings are available at www.paconstructors.org.
The next meeting of the APC Board of Directors will be held
November 20 in conjunction with the APC/PennDOT Fall
Seminar in Hershey (see page 10 for event information).
Photo Captions:
1. A new generation … Cecilia Glezer, granddaughter of Rich Wagman, attends
her first APC function.
2. Gathering at the Omni Bedford Springs Resort in July, the APC Board of Directors
remain committed to seeing the funding initiative through to fruition.
3. The late Representative Dick Hess with APC President Dan Hawbaker.

Got the Right Contractor?
Call ABC! Do They...
 Have a strong safety program/culture?
 Use a certified apprenticeship program?
 Subscribe to a Code of Ethics?
 Maintain a drug/alcohol free workplace?
 Use the latest technology?
717.653.8106 • www.abckeystone.org

Create. Enhance. Sustain.

Ranked #1 in Transportation by Engineering
News-Record, AECOM delivers sustainable,
reliable and visionary projects.
www.aecom.com
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AUTHORIZED DEALER:

Equipment Corporation of America (ECA) was founded in 1918 as a provider of construction,
industrial and material handling equipment. Today, ECA focuses primarily on the Foundation
Industry and is a premier distributor of Drilling Equipment for Large Diameter Drilled
Shafts, Small Diameter Drills for Earth Retention, Dedicated Piling Rigs and Pile Driving
Equipment and Accessories. We offer a full array of new equipment manufactured by the
Bauer Machine Group and Affiliated companies, supports a large and diverse rental fleet,
and provides parts and service from their five locations. Just as in 1918, ECA is the premier
provider of reliable and innovative products, services and solutions to the construction industry.
PROVEN EXPERTISE

SERVICE S & TE CHNOLOGIE S

ECA is consistently represented on nearly every
major and high profile project across the U.S and
Canada, and in a variety of capacities. Our success
stems from the diversity of our product lines, our
best-in-class service and our specialized knowledge
to adapt equipment to a variety of projects.

➭ New and Used Equipment Sales and Rentals
➭ Large Diameter Drill Rigs
➭ Soil Mixing@ Slurry Wall Equipment
➭ Earth Retention & Micropile Drills
➭ Fixed & Telescopic Mast Mobile Piling Rigs
➭ Pile Driving Equipment
- Diesel
- Air
- Hydraulic Impact
- Free Hanging Vibratory Hammers
- Excavator Mounted Vibratory Hammers
➭ Drilling Tools and Accessories
➭ Overburden Drilling Systems
➭ Sectional Casing Systems
➭ Equipment Service and Rebuilding
➭ Welding & Fabricating
➭ Field Service Fleet
➭ Parts, Accessories, Replacement Drill Teeth

This knowledge and demonstrated success has
placed our employees and equipment in crucial roles
when and where they are needed the most. Like
the widening projects on the Pennsylvania and New
Jersey Turnpikes, Ground Zero, levee restoration
in the Gulf after Hurricane Katrina, and the
post-collapse replacement of the Mississippi River
Bridge in Minneapolis. Stadiums? We have had our
equipment on basically every major stadium built
east of the Mississippi. Environmentally sensitive
projects? We have solved customer problems where
local emission standards have exceeded Federal
EPA standards or where the use of biodegradable
and synthetic oils are required.

Find out how we can build a foundation together. 1.800.PILE-USA -or- www.ecanet.com

EQUIPMENT CORPORATION OF AMERICA
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6300 Foxley Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
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TORONTO
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Uxbridge, ON L9P 0C7
P 905.640.9800
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Palmer’s transportation infrastructure solution addressed
the intersection improvements at Atherton Street and Allen
Street/Waupelani Drive in State College. The southern leg of
the intersection poses a danger that requires drivers on the minor
approaches to complete blind left turns, and therefore is in need
of redesign to allow for a safer driver experience while increasing
throughput efficiency.
James R. Palmer, a civil engineering student at The Pennsylvania State
University, is the 2013 recipient of the Highway Education Foundation
Scholarship. This scholarship provides students the opportunity to join
in the conversation to craft a better, safer, and more integrated 21st
century transportation system in Pennsylvania as well as invest in their
educational pursuits.
The goal of this project highlights the needed transportation improvements throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. As a means
to accomplish this goal, a scholarship opportunity was created and is
funded by the Associated Pennsylvania Constructors’ Highway Education Foundation, which solicits students enrolled in domestic, accredited programs to identify and suggest solutions to needed transportation
improvements in each of the 11 PennDOT Districts.

Palmer identified two possible options:
Option 1 requires very little change to the existing intersection and
may help to mitigate the issues of vehicles queuing through the
secondary intersection.
The major change in Option 1 is the addition of a stop control on the
northbound leg of Waupelani Drive before the Allen Street intersection, as well as re-striping the delineation markers. This option significantly lowers the cost, but does not address all the safety concerns.
Option 2, the preferred option, would mitigate the queuing issues
while increasing safety at the intersection, but at a higher cost. This
option is a total redesign of the secondary intersection, including
increasing throat length and changing the skew of the minor
approach to a more desirable 90 degrees.
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Creating Value ...

Crea�ng value by delivering
innova�ve and sustainable
solu�ons for infrastructure
and the environment.
Photo provided courtesy of Bernie Zielinski (PA Turnpike Commission)

Monongahela River Bridge
Washington and Faye�e Coun�es, PA









... Delivering Solutions
Planning • Environmental • Roadway & Bridge Design
Traﬃc Engineering • Geospa�al Technologies • Design-Build
Geotechnical • Construc�on Management and Inspec�on
Cost Es�ma�on, Scheduling and Claims Analysis • Surveying
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McTish, Kunkel & Associates
Civil Engineering & Environmental Services

GRL Engineers
employ the best
CSL technology
to assess the
integrity of
drilled shafts.

Quick response...
results you can trust
Pennsylvania....610.459.0278

Highways • Bridges
Traffic & ITS • Airports • Environmental
Surveying • Construction Inspection

Central Office ...216.831.6131
Other offices nationwide
www.GRLengineers.com/csl

GRL-PA@GRLengineers.com

Allentown

610.841.2700
www.mctish.com

Pittsburgh

412.824.2910

Montoursville
570.368.3040

email: info@mctish.com
www.paconstructors.org
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PHIA Safety Improvement Awards
by Jason Wagner, Managing Director, PA Highway Information Association

The Pennsylvania Highway Information
Association (PHIA) celebrated its 31st
anniversary of the annual Road and
Bridge Safety Improvement Award
Program. PHIA partners with PennDOT
and local government associations
to conduct the award program.
Pennsylvania townships, boroughs, cities, and counties
submit road or bridge safety improvement projects that
were completed in the most-recent calendar year. A
panel of judges reviews and scores each entry based on
the following criteria: safety, resource utilization, benefits
of improvements, and cooperation. Winners are then
presented with an award at the local government
association’s annual convention.

South Manheim Township road crews took matters into their own hands in order to
improve the safety for their residents. The township improved an ongoing problem
at the intersection of Berne Drive and Deibert’s Valley Road. This intersection has
remained a safety issue for motorists, pedestrians, and other roadway users. The
sight distance at the intersection was impeded by a tremendous bank with many
trees and was complicated further by a curve in the roadway. This project consisted
of cutting back the trees and a large bank, which greatly improves the sight distance
at the intersection.

The 2013 award winners were:
PA State Association of Township
Supervisors (PSATS)
South Manheim Township
“Deibert’s Valley Sight Distance and Road Widening Project”
Contractor: Township personnel
County Commissioners Association
of Pennsylvania (CCAP)
Lancaster County
“Eshelman Mill Road Bridge Replacement Project”
Contractor: Grace Industries Inc.

Lancaster County’s Eshelman Mill Road Bridge Replacement Project won by replacing a
deteriorated and weight-restricted steel truss bridge, originally constructed in 1933, with
a modern structure capable of carrying all legal vehicle loads. The project also greatly
enhanced visibility, which was severely restricted at the bridge site due to poor roadway
alignment and further compounded by steep vertical grades on either side of the bridge.

225 North Shore Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.807.2000 www.trumbullcorp.com
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Construction Industry Reflects
on the Passing of Rep. Hess
by Jason Wagner, Director of Policy and Government Relations Associated Pennsylvania Constructors

On Sept. 6, 2013, Pennsylvania,
and the entire highway construction
community, lost a true friend.
State Representative Dick L. Hess
passed away at the age of 74
following complications from
surgery.
Rep. Hess was not only the sitting
chairman of the House Transportation
Committee, but a longtime public
Rep. Dick L. Hess
servant and supporter of the industry.
1938-2013
Hess served 28 years in the House of
Representatives, making him one of the most senior and respected
members. He served a total of 48 years in public service, holding
positions in county government prior to being elected to the Pennsylvania House in 1986.
Throughout his career, Hess showed he was a strong advocate for
the transportation construction industry and most recently attended
the summer board retreat in Bedford Springs in July, outlining his
plans to steer through the General Assembly a comprehensive
transportation funding bill this fall.
Hess was not only a dedicated public servant, but he was devoted
to his faith, family, and passion for the outdoors. Hess was an avid
sportsman, often taking pride in his many hunting trips with family
and friends.

I have personally known Rep. Hess for more than 15 years. He was
a faithful public servant and was not only a strong advocate for the
transportation industry, he was a devoted husband and father. I was
honored to have known him and call him my friend. He will be
sorely missed and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania truly lost a
special person.

Hess was a member of the UPMC Bedford Memorial Hospital Board
of Trustees, the University of Pittsburgh-Johnstown Advisory Board,
and the Broad Top Home Nursing Advisory Board. He was a lifetime
member of the Saxton Volunteer Fire Company. He also belonged
to the Everett Area Republican Club, Bedford Elks Lodge, Bedford
Moose Lodge, Bedford American Legion, Bedford County Chamber of Commerce, Fulton County Chamber of Commerce, Bedford Highway B
County Farm Bureau, Ducks Unlimited, the National Wild Turkey
1⁄8 Page Ho
Federation, Yardley Woodside Fish & Game Association, Safari Club
3 3⁄8” x 2 1
International, the Federation of Sportsmen, Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, and the National Rifle Association. Hess was also an 10/03/13
active supporter of high school sports teams in his district.
Hess was a 1958 graduate of Saxton Liberty High School, and
leaves behind a wife, Shirley, a son, Jeff, who is married to Lizette,
and three grandchildren, Erika, Zachary, and Haden.
The Associated Pennsylvania Constructors, as well as the entire
highway construction industry, express our condolences to the
family and remember his service and dedication fondly.
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PA Turnpike – Rt. 29 All Electronic Toll Interchange (Exit 320)
120 South Warner Road, Suite 100 King of Prussia, PA 19406
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www.primeeng.com
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Anticipating PennDOT’s
Bundled Bridges P3 Project
by James W. Kutz, Esquire,
McNees, Wallace & Nurick LLC

The condition of Pennsylvania’s bridges has
been a hot topic of discussion during the 2013
construction season. As
a result of the number of
bridges in Pennsylvania
that can be classified as
structurally deficient,
James W. Kutz, Esquire and as a result of not
receiving increased
funding from the General Assembly in June,
PennDOT took the extraordinary step of posting hundreds of bridges with increased weight
restrictions throughout the Commonwealth in
an effort to hopefully extend the useful life of
those bridges. (See page 20 for related article.)
While PennDOT’s posting of existing bridges
received considerable publicity, PennDOT has
also undertaken a second bridge initiative in
2013 which has been far less publicized. Specifically, PennDOT has been evaluating a major
initiative which would utilize a public/private
partnership (P3) process to construct up to a
1,000 bridges statewide over the next several
years. PennDOT recently held an informational session to explain to industry stakeholders the current status of this “bridge bundling”
initiative, which is summarized below.
Statutory Authorization for P3 Process
PennDOT’s bridge bundling initiative is its first
such initiative for the physical construction of
roads and bridges since the General Assembly
passed legislation in July 2012, which authorized
utilization of a P3 process for “transportation
projects” in Pennsylvania. Such projects are
developed either through unsolicited proposals
(which can be submitted in May or October of
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each year), or through a proposal that the public
owner itself develops. These proposals are then
considered by a seven-member P3 Board, with
the General Assembly maintaining a right of
rescission for each project. Under the new law,
any P3 project must utilize a RFP process, which
evaluates a number of factors, and the RFP must
be awarded to the entity that provides the “best
value” to the Commonwealth. This is true even
for unsolicited proposals (i.e., an entity making
an unsolicited proposal that is accepted must still
then “win” the project through a RFP process).
To fit within the definition of a P3 agreement
under the statute, the agreement must transfer
the rights for the use or control, in whole or in
part, of a transportation facility from the public
entity to the development entity for a definite
period of time. The statute further requires that
during that time the development entity will
provide the transportation project in question to
the public entity in return for the right to receive
all or a portion of the revenue generated from the
use of that facility, or other payment, as defined
by the statute, such as certain transportation
related services (i.e., operations and maintenance,
user fee collection or enforcement, design, construction, etc.).
Implementation of P3 Law So Far
Once the P3 Law was passed in 2012,
PennDOT developed an implementation
manual that was approved by the P3 Board in
January 2013. Among other things, the manual
establishes a Steering Committee to help screen
the unsolicited projects, and the manual also
establishes other limitations on unsolicited
proposals, presumably to prevent being
inundated with such proposals.

Since the passage of the new law, the P3 process
has not been utilized by PennDOT for a pure
highway construction project. However, the
department has considered several other proposals that arguably fall under the broad definition
of “transportation project” in the new P3 law. (A
“transportation project” is one that is an undertaking to provide or improve a transportation
facility or service). Of the six proposals received
during the May time period for unsolicited
proposals, PennDOT has recommended that
two of those proposals be sent to the P3 Board
for further consideration. These projects include
a proposal that would involve marketing the
use of PennDOT-controlled structures where
wireless antennas and related equipment could be
attached and PennDOT could receive a rental fee
for use of the facilities, and a proposal to replace
PennDOT’s automated permit routing analysis
system with a system already deployed in neighboring states. While these initiatives are obviously
significant projects for PennDOT to consider, it
is apparent from its pursuit of the bundled bridge
initiative that the department hopes to use the
P3 process to make a huge step forward in fixing
structurally deficient bridges in Pennsylvania.
The Bundled Bridge Initiative Informational
Session
PennDOT had two speakers address industry
stakeholders at the informational session on the
bundled bridge initiative held in September. First,
Secretary Barry Schoch spoke briefly to address
the seriousness of the structurally deficient bridge
issue, and he indicated that while progress had
been made in reducing the number of structurally
deficient bridges, there were still more than 4,000
bridges that were so classified. The secretary also
stated that it was PennDOT’s intent to proceed

with the bundled bridge initiative with or without obtaining further funding from the General
Assembly, although he made it clear that the size
of the bundled bridge initiative would be largely
dependent on receipt of new funding.
Secretary Schoch also stressed that the P3 process
was a tool that the General Assembly had
provided PennDOT, and that given the nature
of the bridge issue it was important to use every
mechanism available to PennDOT to fix the
problem. He further indicated that while it was
PennDOT’s plan to utilize the P3 process for
this initiative, it was not PennDOT’s intention
to take away from the traditional program with
which industry stakeholders are familiar. The
secretary stressed that it was still PennDOT’s
intention to advertise the large majority of its
annual construction program through traditional bid methods.

pavement, but would likely not include functions
such as plowing and mowing, which would be
performed by PennDOT.
The next item Kendro discussed was the contract
process that PennDOT anticipated utilizing for
the bundled bridge P3 initiative. First, he indicated that PennDOT would take steps to ensure
local contractor involvement. He cited Missouri’s
P3 process in which Missouri apparently required
the concessionaire to advertise approximately

20 bid packages for the physical work itself to
be performed, which allowed local contractors
to bid on the work. However, while PennDOT
appeared committed to requiring local contractor
involvement, no specific requirements have yet
been finalized.
Kendro then explained that prior to publishing
solicitation, PennDOT would hold an industry
summit to gain input. After that, he stated that it
is PennDOT’s intention to publish a RFQ, after
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The department then had Bryan Kendro,
director of Office of Policy and Public Private
Partnerships, address the specifics of the
program that PennDOT had developed so
far. Kendro explained that the first step in the
process was to identify all of the bridges that
could be potentially included in the program,
and then to narrow that list as necessary. He
then indicated that the range of bridges that
would be considered would all be: (1) structurally deficient, (2) full-replacement projects, (3)
representative of PennDOT’s bridge portfolio
(i.e., a mix of easy and hard bridges, and a mix
of bridges spread throughout the Commonwealth), and (4) would be without significant
right-of-way or utility issues. This identification
process has been ongoing for several months,
and PennDOT is utilizing a consultant to help
review and analyze information obtained from
the various districts.
The second aspect of the program that Kendro
discussed was that the project would be funded
through “availability payments” as opposed to
tolls. Essentially, PennDOT is going to ask the
concessionaire selected for the project to finance
the project upfront, and PennDOT would
then make regular payments over an extended
period in order to pay for the project. Kendro
explained that the department would ask
concessionaires to submit proposals to include
design, construction, financing, and certain
operation, and maintenance functions over the
life of the agreement. He further explained that
the operation and maintenance functions would
include the lifecycle maintenance of the bridge/
www.paconstructors.org
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continued

which a short list of qualified vendors will be
developed based on qualifications. Kendro stated that it is PennDOT’s intention to issue the
RFP to the shortlisted firms, and then make a
best-value selection from those entities submitting responses to the RFP. He further stated
that the primary thing PennDOT was looking
for was how many bridges a concessionaire
could deliver for what amount of money.
Kendro closed his remarks by explaining
that there were a number of key issues that
PennDOT was still evaluating, including:
(1) the exact “split” of which bridges will be
selected for the bundled bridge program; (2)
ways to ensure that the criteria for prequalification/selection and award are as transparent as
possible; (3) the specific details as to how the
project is going to be administered (i.e. the
level of district involvement, detours, sequencing, access to commercial and industrial areas,
etc.); (4) the length and nature of the maintenance requirements; and (5) various contingencies to be considered (i.e., bridge substitution,
claims, etc.).
Potential Hurdles to Consider
From PennDOT’s presentation to industry
stakeholders, it is clear that PennDOT is fully
evaluating all of the benefits and potential
roadblocks of the bundled bridge program.
From a practical standpoint, there are a number of issues that may impact or limit the number of bridges that can be constructed at one
time. These include, for example, the impact of
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multiple bridge closures on emergency vehicle
routes, school bus routes, etc. Other practical
considerations may involve the consideration
of the immediate availability of certain materials that would be necessary if 1,000 bridges are
constructed over a short period of time (i.e.,
such as temporary bridges). Presumably, these
practical hurdles can be resolved and will not
prevent the bundled bridge project from proceeding, although the number of bridges under
construction at one time may be limited.
In addition to the practical issues, industry
representatives on both sides of the table must
consider other difficult paradigm shifts if such
an ambitious P3 project is to be successful.
Based on the question-and-answer process at
the informational session, some members of
the industry are naturally concerned about the
fairness and transparency of any bid process
that has not been utilized by PennDOT
previously, and are also concerned about such
a significant amount of work being assigned
to one entity rather than being distributed
across industry members through the standard
design-bid-build method. PennDOT appeared
to recognize these concerns at the informational session, and stressed that the process
would be transparent and steps would be taken
to protect Pennsylvania contractors.
One other concern that must be considered
in order for such an ambitious P3 project to
be successful is whether the department will
institute internal controls to ensure that the P3
project will not be administered as a standard
PennDOT project would typically be administered. With such a substantial amount of work
to be completed in a short period of time, there
will not be enough time to allow the day-today construction control and standard time for
design reviews, etc. that are common to most
PennDOT jobs. Absent such assurances regarding contract administration in the contract
documents, it is likely that concerns over such
contract administration will affect bid prices.

Transportation Design

WR&A, a multi-disciplinary consulting
firm, offers a full range of
engineering, planning,
environmental, and
construction management services.
Recognized as a Top 120 ENR firm,
WR&A designs innovative and
cost-effective solutions
for its public and private sector clients.
www.wrallp.com
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Finally, as with any new procurement process,
there is always the possibility of a legal challenge to that process. Indeed, such challenges
are happening in other states, as a Virginia
court recently held the portions of Virginia’s
P3 law unconstitutional. During the questionand-answer process at the P3 informational
session in September, it was clear that some
members of the industry were also concerned about a legal challenge to the bundled

bridge project, as questions were raised about
PennDOT’s ability to utilize a best-value
selection given that the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court struck down PennDOT’s use of twostep, design-build, best-value process several
years ago, and upheld an injunction to prevent
such use again.
Given that the contract documents for the
bundled bridge project have not yet been
developed, it is difficult to predict the nature
of any legal challenge, and to state with any
certainty the likelihood of success of any such
challenge. If legal challenges to the bundled
bridge initiative are raised once the solicitation
is ultimately published, it is likely that such a
challenge will focus on one of three issues: (1)
that the P3 law itself is unconstitutional, as
it is an improper delegation of powers under
Article 3, Section 31 of the Pennsylvania
Constitution; (2) that the use of a RFQ or
other short-listing process is prohibited by the
injunction referenced above and is otherwise
violative of state procurement law; or (3) that
the P3 law arguably only permits projects in
return for the right to receive a portion of
the revenue generated from the use of the
new facility or other payment through seven
enumerated transportation related services, and
that “availability payments” are not specifically contemplated as a method of payment
by the P3 law. Any entity that challenges the
procurement process for the bundled bridge
project, like any bid challenge, will face a heavy
burden, although it certainly appears that the
P3 law does not contemplate short listing, so
PennDOT likely would have a difficult time
justifying use of a short-list process.
In summary, based on the informational
session held in September, it is clear that
PennDOT has already thoroughly evaluated
many factors that may impact its admirable
initiative for fixing structurally deficient
bridges through, among other means, use of a
statewide P3 bundled bridge initiative. The ultimate success of the P3 initiative will depend
on a number of things, including PennDOT’s
resolution of the industry concerns stated
above, the availability of new funding, and the
ability to withstand any legal challenges to the
ultimate procurement process.

Submit news about your company
to Cynthia K. Sells via email
at csells@paconstructors.org

Acrow Bridge Celebrates Commitment
to Helping Africa’s Infrastructure
Acrow Bridge, a leading international bridge engineering and supply
company, is celebrating its decades-long commitment to working with
government ministries and agencies, international aid organizations,
and private contractors to help African nations address diverse infrastructure needs. To date, thousands of Acrow bridges connect people
and communities across Africa, improving access to schools, hospitals,
and greater economic opportunity. Acrow has also trained hundreds of
African engineers and contractors in bridge assembly, installation, and
maintenance, and arranged financing for numerous large-scale bridge
development projects.
Through its Comprehensive Bridge Development Program, Acrow has worked
on a number of large infrastructure development projects in Africa, including the
recent supply of more than 150 bridges
to the Government of Angola and 100 bridges to the Department of
Feeder Roads in Ghana. Key features of the Acrow program include:
• Quick turnaround – Acrow is set up to supply large quantities of its
prefabricated, modular steel bridging solutions within a short
timeframe to anywhere in the world.
• Technical training – Acrow provides both private- and publicsector infrastructure development customers with a unique training
opportunity to receive critical knowledge and skills transfer. Graduates
of the two- to three-week training program gain the technical skills
they need to not only participate in bridge assembly and installation,
but also to manage future maintenance of these critical infrastructure
assets.
• On-site technical assistance – In an Acrow bridge installation,
customers generally prefer to use local labor. Acrow provides a
dedicated on-site engineer to oversee each installation, working sideby-side with the customer’s local assembly crew.
• Financing – Leveraging a global network of financial institutions and
other sources of capital, Acrow arranges financing for qualified bridge
projects, working with export credit agencies to ensure the most
competitive terms available.
Acrow’s prefabricated steel bridges are well-suited for infrastructure
development projects, as they offer a number of advantages over other
types of bridges. Their modular design allows for the easy customization

of each bridge to meet specific requirements as well as fast installation
in one to four weeks using local labor and minimal heavy equipment,
which often enables bridges to be erected in challenging locations where
none had existed before. Using only galvanized steel components, Acrow
bridges are durable and permanent infrastructure solutions designed to
withstand even the most rugged of conditions.
As part of Acrow’s long-term commitment to the economic development of the region, Paul Sullivan, director of International Business
Development, currently chairs the Infrastructure Group of The Corporate Council on Africa, which recently released its policy recommendations on Africa for the Obama Administration’s second term. The
non-profit organization’s members represent nearly 85 percent of total
U.S. private-sector investments in Africa. Sullivan was also part of a U.S.
trade delegation that met with the Government of Nigeria in March to
discuss infrastructure development plans.

Escape to the Lake 2013
On June 8 and 9, a team sponsored by PJ Dick-Trumbull-Lindy Paving
rode in the Bike MS 150 Escape to the Lake 2013. The team was able to
raise more than $23,000 to fund research for multiple sclerosis.

From left to right: Row 1: Chad Nichols, Bill Beck, Bob Salvatora, Josh Eckenrode,
Karen Martin, Corey Deible, Zack Deible, and Sandy McKee
Row 2: Kevin Lewarchik, Casey Brenna, Jeff Slezak, Bennett Salvatora,
Michael Puskar, Arik Way, Rick Puskar, Bill Curry, Bob Fleckinstein, Jeremy Meadway,
Bill Porter, Bruce Ramsey Jr., and Bruce Ramsey, Sr.

www.paconstructors.org
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Derr Selected for ARTBA Board
John A. Derr, P.E., a senior vice president
and director of the West Region of Gannett
Fleming, based in the Phoenix, Ariz., office,
has been elected for another three-year term
to the board of directors of the American
Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA). In this role, he will continue
to represent Gannett Fleming’s sustained
investment in the nation’s transportation
infrastructure through 2016.

The addition of the D.W. Lyle Division to G.A. & F.C. Wagman Inc.
brings 80 to 100 new employees and increases Wagman’s inventory of
construction equipment.
G.A. & F.C. Wagman Inc. also announced the expansion of services in
its geotechnical construction services to include Shotcrete, through a
recent acquisition of specialized equipment and ACI-certified nozzlemen for both wet and dry Shotcrete. Russ Ringler, who has more than
40 years of experience with Shotcrete/Gunite and is an ACI-certified
nozzleman, is Wagman’s Shotcrete manager.

With more than 26 years of experience in the transportation industry,
Derr has led multiple project improvements on the National Highway
System. His project experience includes numerous environmental evaluations, conceptual and preliminary engineering, final design for designbid-build and alternative delivery projects, and construction oversight for
several departments of transportation and national transit agencies.

Shotcrete, also sometimes referred to as gunite, is a high quality and durable concrete which can be enhanced with additives. The process allows
for versatile application in comparison to conventional concrete. A few
applications include parking structures, dam repairs, tunnels/rail tunnels,
wastewater treatment plant repairs/resurfacing, bridge repairs support of
excavation/retaining walls with decorative faux rock finishes, and commercial construction.

With a primary goal of aggressively growing and protecting transportation infrastructure, ARTBA is regarded as the oldest and most respected
national transportation construction-related association. ARTBA serves
a network of more than 5,000 public- and private-sector members.

Additional information about the benefits of Shotcrete can be found on
Wagman’s website at www.wagman.com/gafc/services/shotcrete.asp or
on the American Shotcrete Association’s website: http://shotcrete.org/
whyshotcrete/index.htm.

Derr holds a Bachelor of Science in civil and environmental engineering
from The University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is a licensed professional engineer in Arizona, Florida, Maine, Pennsylvania, and Texas.
Additionally, he is an active member of the American Society of
Highway Engineers (ASHE), the Institute of Transportation Engineers,
and the International Bridge, Tunnel, and Turnpike Association. His
awards include the national 2011 ASHE National Member of the Year
award and the ARTBA 2010 Guy Kelcey Award.

Bursich Associates Goes Live with New Website

Wagman Announces Acquisition;
Expands Services to Include Shotcrete
G.A. & F.C. Wagman Inc. recently announced the acquisition of
Virginia-based Key Construction Company Inc. and its subsidiaries,
D.W. Lyle Corporation and Key Constructors Inc., each of whom
provides heavy/civil construction services. G.A. & F.C. Wagman Inc.
purchased Key Construction Company Inc. from Utility Services
Associates Inc. (USA).
The operation, formerly operating as Key Construction Company Inc.
and subsidiaries will operate as “D.W. Lyle – a Division of G.A. &
F.C. Wagman Inc.” They will continue to operate out of their offices in
Chester, Va., and Clarksville, Va., expanding Wagman’s heavy/highway
construction services.
Over the past 10 years Wagman has been growing its workforce in the
Southern Region. In 2012, it acquired the Earth Support Division of
GeoConstructors, which now operates as the Southern Region office
of Wagman’s Geotechnical Construction Services in Berryville, Va.
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www.bursich.com home page.

Full-service civil
engineering and
surveying firm
Bursich Associates
has enhanced its
online presence with
a new website at
www.bursich.com.
In addition to a fresh
new design, the site
features a substantial amount of new
content.

The new site is built around six general categories that represent the
firm’s services: Land Development, Municipal, Transportation,
Wastewater, Construction Services, and 3D Laser Scanning. It also
incorporates dynamic features such as a scrolling marquee and
testimonials.
“Our goal was to create a website that is visually appealing, succinct, and
easily navigable,” said Director of Business Development Brian Fraley.
“Our clients represent a wide spectrum of industries from state transportation agencies to private residents. We wanted to create an online
experience that makes the complex services we offer understandable to
all potential clients, regardless of their knowledge of our core
business of civil engineering and surveying.”

Pennoni Associates Ranks
Among Top 100 Design Firms
Pennoni Associates, an awardwinning consulting engineering and
design firm with an office in Mechanicsburg, is pleased to announce its
ranking as #92 on Engineering NewsRecord’s (ENR) annual list of the Top
500 Design Firms. This is the third
year in a row that the firm has landed
in the top 100.

Grove earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the
Indiana Institute of Technology in Fort Wayne, Ind. He has been a registered engineer and professional land surveyor in Pennsylvania for 35 years.

Stees Honored as ASHE ‘Person of the Year’

ENR, a publication of McGraw-Hill, publishes Top Firm lists annually.
This current listing ranks the largest 500 engineering, architectural, and
environmental design firms by revenue and ranks the largest firms in a
wide variety of market sectors.

Transportation Core Business Leader
Richard Stees, PLS, is the recipient of the
American Society of Highway Engineers
(ASHE) 2013 Robert E. Pearson/Person of
the Year Award. This is the most-prestigious
award presented by ASHE and is given to the
person who is committed to the good of the
highway industry as an employee and as a citizen. Stees was honored at this year’s ASHE
national conference held in Lake Placid, N.Y.

“It is thrilling for Pennoni Associates to again be ranked as one of the
Top 100 engineering design firms in the nation,” said Pennoni President
and CEO Tony Bartolomeo, P.E. “Excellent professional reputation and
providing quality day-to-day service to our clients are paramount goals
of the firm. We look forward to continued growth in 2014.”

Stees has served Erdman Anthony for more than 45 years. As leader of the
firm’s companywide Transportation Core Business, he has led his team to
complete large-scale and innovative projects in the states of Maine, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Florida. The Marysville resident also serves as a
director of Erdman Anthony Associates Inc. Pennsylvania Corp.

Grove Brings 4 Decades
of Experience to Skelly & Loy
Gerald C. (Bud) Grove, P.E., P.L.S., has joined Skelly and Loy as
senior civil engineer. Grove will be responsible for quality assurance and
quality control of Skelly and Loy’s civil engineering projects, including
land development and construction inspection.
Grove has a lengthy and diverse portfolio of experience for private sector and government clients, ranging from project surveying, planning,
design, and engineering, to construction observation and quality-control
inspections. He has designed aggregate production systems including
stationary and portable rock crushing and screening facilities as well as
material stockpiling facilities. Grove has completed boundary surveys,
land development, and subdivision plans, and has prepared cost estimates for public improvement projects. He has performed site planning,
designed and prepared permits, and provided construction management
and inspection services for stormwater and sanitary sewer collection, and
conveyance systems.
Grove has represented numerous townships as township engineer,
including his current assignment with Middlesex Township in Cumberland County, dating to 1995. As township engineer, he has reviewed land
development and subdivision projects, designed municipal improvement
projects, and assisted in preparing comprehensive land use planning, and
zoning regulations. Grove has served as an expert witness for municipal and private-sector clients at public hearings, before zoning hearing
boards, and in court. He has also been an instructor and advisor for engineering and surveying courses at Harrisburg Area Community College.

Recognized for his tireless contributions to causes and organizations
benefitting the transportation industry, Stees, a life member of ASHE who
has served on the National Convention Planning Committee, has taken
part in numerous ASHE events over the years. He is also a member of the
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), and the Keystone Transportation Funding
Coalition. In his local community, Stees served on the Marysville Borough
Planning Commission for more than 27 years – 17 years as the chair. He
also actively supports the Marysville Fire Company, his local community
church, the Boy Scouts of America, veterans groups, and several organizations promoting the conservation of our natural resources.
Stees was awarded a $1,000 Russell Horn grant, which he contributed to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Central Pennsylvania Chapter, in
memory of his younger brother, Michael, and his mother, Helen.

when quality matters
Call on The EADS Group for all your
Engineering, Architecture and Design Services.
We have the knowledge and expertise to see your
projects from concept through construction.

800.626.0904 www.eadsgroup.com
Altoona - Clarion - Johnstown - Pittsburgh - Somerset - Cumberland
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TPD Recognized by National, Local Organizations
During the annual “Best Firms To Work For
Conference” hosted by CE News magazine and
ZweigWhite, judges announced Traffic Planning
and Design Inc. (TPD) as the nations #19 Best
Civil Engineering Firm to Work For. This prestigious competition recognizes outstanding architecture, engineering, and environmental consulting firms for inspiring
their teams to perform at the highest levels through providing distinctive
and innovative work environments. In 11 years on the list, TPD has been
ranked among the top 20 Civil Engineering firms seven times, coming
in at #1 in 2009. CE News is a leading news source in the civil engineering industry that focuses on the distribution of comprehensive business
advice, best practices and management tips.
CE News has also recognized TPD’s
Executive Vice President Matthew
Hammond P.E., as a “Rising Star” in
Civil Engineering. Hammond was one of 15
professionals, 40 and under, who have shown
exceptional technical capability, leadership
ability, effective teaching or research, or
public service benefiting the profession,
their employers, project owners and society.
During his 18 years at TPD, Hammond has
continued to extend his reach beyond the firm. In addition to his role as
executive vice president and a member of TPD’s board of directors, he
served as chairman of the Institute of Transportation Engineers Parking
Council, volunteers on township and county planning commissions and
he taught as an adjunct professor at Drexel University in Philadelphia.
Operating in six locations, TPD is a client-focused, team-oriented firm
that prides itself on working seamlessly as “One Company with Multiple
Locations” as a way to leverage the considerable expertise of professional
staff to achieve project success. TPD’s strategically located network of
offices, progressive management structure, continuous investment in technology, and priority on individual accountability enable the firm to provide
high-quality service, responsiveness, and local knowledge for the benefit of
clients, teaming partners, and ultimately, the traveling public. In addition,
TPD’s “One Company with Multiple Locations” philosophy effectively
addresses the two leading causes for employee turnover at “Best Places to
Work,” namely proximity to family and commuter travel time.
On the local level, TPD was presented with Greater Valley Forge
(GVF)’s highest recognition at their annual Fall Sustainability Breakfast in September. This Platinum Level award recognized TPD for its
continued efforts to reduce congestion and improve air quality through
outstanding achievement in implementing programs that provide and
promote commuting alternatives. Rob Henry, executive director of GVF
commented on TPD’s commitment to sustainability, “GVF is thrilled to
recognize TPD at the platinum level again this year. We applaud their
leadership in the A/E/C industry for being committed to improving the
environment and providing amenities to their employees, which makes
it easier to commute to work and improves our air quality.” GVF is a
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not-for-profit transportation management association that partners with
public and private entities and exists to advocate and promote a viable
transportation network for the Greater Valley Forge region’s economic
vitality.
TPD’s longstanding commitment to the environment is demonstrated
through the organization’s “Green Initiatives,” TPD’s concentrated
effort to incorporate environmentally friendly green practices throughout company policies and work environments. The firm offers a “Green
Allowance,” a monetary incentive provided to staff for using alternative modes of transportation in an effort to reduce vehicle emissions,
greenhouse gases, traffic congestion, and promote responsible land use
practices when practical. Bike racks and preferred carpool parking are
also provided to encourage staff to use “green” modes of transportation.
TPD also participates in recycling programs, provides staff with remote
access to the business network, and offers 100 percent Flex-time Policy
to reduce vehicle emissions associated with congested peak-hour traffic.
Through these practices, TPD continuously contributes to overall energy
conservation, which benefits staff members and the community as a
whole and reflects TPD’s commitment to environmentallyconscious corporate citizenry.
TPD Executive Vice President C.
Donald Jacobs P.E., accepts the
Platinum Award from GVF Assistant
Director Maureen Farrell and the
Master of Ceremonies David Murphy
of 6ABC.

Erdman Anthony Hires Nelson,
Receives Top Bridge Design Honors
Erdman Anthony welcomes Adam P. Nelson as a geospatial technologist in the Geospatial Group in its Harrisburg office.
Nelson holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from the University
of Pittsburgh and a Master of Science degree in Geography with a Certificate in Geographic Information Systems and Geospatial Techniques
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
The Carlisle resident served as a GIS intern for Energy Corporation of
America and a planning intern for the City of Pittsburgh.
Roads & Bridges magazine recently named Erdman Anthony as one
of the nation’s top design firms in 2013. The magazine listed Erdman
Anthony as #22 in the Top Bridge Design Firms category of its annual
“Go-to List.”
Roads & Bridges asked its government official readers to choose design
firms they preferred to work with. The ballot was sent to more than 10,000
officials in various levels of government, and the response provided a
representative sample of the magazine’s circulation of almost 22,000
government subscribers 22,000 government subscribers.

L.R. Kimball Hires New Senior Bridge Engineer
L.R. Kimball-CDI-Infrastructure LLC is
pleased to announce that Owen Trickey,
P.E. has joined the firm as a senior bridge
engineer in its Philadelphia office. Trickey
will focus on expanding Kimball’s presence in
southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
Trickey has more than 23 years of design and
project management experience with shortand medium-span bridges. He is experienced
with a wide variety of transportation structures for government clients
including PennDOT, the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, the New
Jersey Department of Transportation, New Jersey Transit, the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority, and Massachusetts Department of Transportation.
His work includes single-span and multi-span bridges, viaducts consisting of steel, reinforced concrete, and prestressed concrete structural
elements as well as retaining walls, noise barrier walls, culverts, and sign
support structures. He is also experienced in accelerated bridge construction (ABC) techniques, fiber-reinforced concrete (FRP) bridge repair
strategies, design-build construction, and private-public partnership
(P3) projects.
Trickey earned an M.S. in civil engineering from Villanova University
and has a B.S. in Civil Engineering and a B.S. in Architectural Engineering from Drexel University. He is a member of
American Society of Highway Engineers and the
American Society of Civil Engineers. He is a Licensed
Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
New York, and Massachusetts.

Loftus Records Hole-in-One at Stonewall
APC Board member and president of Loftus Construction Inc., Kevin Loftus aced Hole #9 on July 15, 2013.
The event was the “10th Gerlach for Congress/TCIPAC Golf Outing,” held at the Stonewall Golf Club,
Elverson. He used a 4 Hybrid from 180 yards.
Loftus collected a $20,000 prize, sponsored by Bob
Priest. His ace was witnessed by Congressman Jim
Gerlach, Bob Priest, and Jennifer Bealer of Haines &
Kibblehouse Inc.
From left Kevin Loftus,
Ed Klumpp,
Congressman
Jim Gerlach,
Kevin McCabe,
Michael Testa

Michael Baker Corp. Acquired
by Integrated Mission Solutions
Michael Baker Corp. announced that it has entered into a definitive
merger agreement to be acquired by Integrated Mission Solutions LLC
(IMS), an affiliate of DC Capital Partners LLC (DC Capital).
In an effort to preserve Baker’s heritage and culture, IMS has agreed to
retain the Baker name, maintain Baker’s presence in the Pittsburgh area,
and keep the current organization and staff of Baker essentially intact.
Thomas J. Campbell, chairman of IMS and founder of DC Capital,
said, “This is a significant step for both companies. The combination of
Michael Baker and IMS will create a company with over $1.0 billion
in revenue, approximately 5,000 employees, and a platform with global
reach. IMS has a strong presence internationally with a history of operating on all five continents. This geographic footprint in support of our
customers in growth areas such as infrastructure, development, intelligence, and technology combined with Michael Baker’s complementary
capabilities, highly certified, security cleared workforce, and distinctive
North American presence will greatly enhance our collective ability to
manage and execute larger projects.”
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ASHE Section Award Recipients Announced

Al Houser, of G.A. & F.C.
Wagman Inc. accepts the
award on behalf of Route
52 Constructors

The American Society of Highway Engineers
(ASHE), North-Central New Jersey and
Southern New Jersey sections, held the 2013
Project of the Year Awards Banquet on April
23 to recognize consulting engineering firms,
contractors, and transportation officials for
their efforts to provide quality roadway facilities in New Jersey. G.A. & F.C. Wagman Inc.’s
joint venture, Route 52 Constructors, received
the 2013 Project of the Year Award, in the
Over $5 million Category, for its work on the
Route 52 Causeway Replacement project, in
Ocean City and Somers Point, New Jersey.

SAI Consulting Engineers Inc. is the recipient of the ASHE
Outstanding Highway Engineering Award for the design of the
S.R.0224-L02 and L05, State Street and Edinburg Bridge
Replacements in Lawrence County for PennDOT District 11-0.
The award was presented to SAI, the contractor, and the owner(s)
at the society’s annual awards banquets on October 5 to honor this
outstanding achievement.
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Do You Know?

®

Reinforced Earth® precast MSE retaining wall systems have been used on
over 1,000 walls on approximately 250 projects in Pennsylvania since 1979.
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SeaTac Airport Runway, Seattle, WA

S.R. 22/322, Mifflin County, PA

Penn Park Sports Complex, Philadelphia, PA

Lion’s Den, Six Flags Great Adventure, NJ

•

Reinforced Earth designed and supplied the longest wall (2.5 miles) in the country and
second longest in the world on S.R. 22/322 in Mifflin County.

•

Reinforced Earth designed and supplied the highest wall (142 feet) in the country and
second highest in the world for the SeaTac Airport runway in Seattle, Washington.

•

Reinforced Earth has also been used for unique projects such as ammunition igloos at
Fort Indiantown Gap, bleacher seats at Penn Park Sports Complex, and a lion enclosure
at Six Flags Great Adventure in New Jersey.

Reinforced Earth systems are a viable solution to a wide range of applications,
including bridges, public and commercial facilities, waterways and dams,
industrial and mining, and railway structures.

www.reinforcedearth.com

www.paconstructors.org
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CAT CB24 Asphalt Compactor

• Double Drum Drive
• Single/Double Drum
Vibration
• CAT 33 HP Diesel Power

• Optional Traction Control
Included
• Foldable ROPS
• Auto Vibratory Control

Selling Price $45,229
0% Caterpillar Financing Available
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NorAm 65E Motor Grader

• CAT 114 HP Diesel Power
• Large 53” Gear Driven
Circle

• Power Shift Transmission
• Deluxe CAB

Selling Price $141,610.00
Weekly Rental Rate $1950.00
Weiler P385 Asphalt Paver

• CAT 83 HP Diesel Power
• Electric Heated 8’-15’8”
Screed
• Power Screed Extension
Height & Slope Controls

• Dual Screed/Feeder
System Remote Controls
• Sonic Material Feeder
Sensors

Selling Price $148,593.00
Towmaster T40LP 20 Ton Tag

• 20’ Deck Length - 8’6”
Wide
• 5’ Wood Filled Beavertail
& Spring Assist Ramps
• LED Lights

• Low Profile 34” Empty Deck
Height
• Lockable Tool Box Lid

Selling Price $18,546.00
Plus 12% Federal Excise Tax

www.clevelandbrothers.com

